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OLD GEELONG FOOTBALL CLUB  Printed Newsletter 2000,  No 2.   
 
Eight Saturdays of football have now passed since the previous printed Newsletter. We hope that many of 
you will have been keeping up-to-date by using our website - www.oldgeelong.com.au - as to results, as to 
the teams, as to our sponsors, as to social functions and as to the Weekly News. As advised in the first posted 
newsletter in April, it is our hope to reduce our reliance on printed communications and to increase the 
amount of information we are making available on the web.  This will reduce costs, and should make 
information rather more current. In addition, some of our Weekly Webnotes have provided the opportunity to 
post some Saturday football action shots in colour, something which we could never afford to do in printed 
newsletters. Our next printed newsletter will be forwarded towards the end of the season. 
 
The good news is that the Club has arrested the freefall of the previous three seasons, with the Firsts having 
won four of their games, the Reserves seven, and the Club 18 two (out of seven).   Three of the Seniors’ wins 
have been at home, a welcome turn-around from the past three years when our home-ground advantage 
produced but one, three, and nothing respectively in the way of Como-Park wins.  
 
In what must surely be a record for the Club we have registered close to 90 new players so far this season 
(including a few who played with us previously but were away last year), so numerically we could hardly be 
stronger, even if a few have inevitably disappeared since the season started. On the other hand, we had to 
offset the loss of quite a number of last year’s Firsts players - six going or gone overseas, an equal number 
having returned to the country and three having left for other VAFA clubs. It is perhaps these losses that 
represent the difference between our being a reasonably competitive D2 Section club at the moment, and one 
really making the pace. 
 
The Reserves are doing especially well, having recorded seven wins, with their only loss being by four goals 
to the top side. Their massive score of 34-16 to 1-2 at Como against Hawthorn Amateurs was probably a 
record high, and also a record winning margin, for our Reserves. 
 
The Club 18 is operating in a far better manner than ever before and with strong numbers, to the extent that 
it is almost mandatory for a player to train to get a game.  Despite just two wins they have been far more 
competitive on a weekly basis than in the past and we are confident of a greater number of wins in the 
second part of the season. On the debit side it seems that coach Sean Wilson is still left to do nearly all of 
the work by himself.  
 
There have been a number of individual achievements in the Club worthy of note so far this season: 
- that of Mark Vickers -Willis in kicking 13 goals against Hawthorn at Como on 10 May, followed by 11 the 
following week away against Oakleigh.  The figure of 13 was only two short of equalling the Club record of 
15, established back in 1980 by the late John Butcher. 
- the effort of Cameron Teague  in booting 9 for the Club 18 on a day when they kept the opposition 
scoreless. 
- the reaching of 50 games by James Legoe and Danny O’Brien in recent weeks.  
 
CHANGES TO ADVERTISED FIXTURES 
We would like to advise members of the following amendments to what is printed on the Club Fixture Card: 
Round 10 vs Old Carey (on 21 July) is now at their ground (Melways 32 C10), as we swapped home games 
at the start of the season when their ground was not available for football. 
Round 14 vs Hawthorn is at their home ground, Rathmines Road Reserve, and NOT at Elsternwick Park as 
advised in early editions of the Amateur Footballer weekly magazine.  
Rounds 15 and 17 have been swapped over. So we now play La Trobe Uni away on July 26 and Bentleigh 
away on August 9.  
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – from John Manton 
“Since our last newsletter the season has begun and the OGS find themselves with a four-win/four-loss 
record and sitting only one game out of the Four. I’m not going to talk about avoiding relegation or making 
the finals or going up or down a grade. The things we have to concentrate on are what are happening NOW.  
Like winning the first quarter of our next game. Or, who is going to run the boundary this week? 
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“The OGS have registered 90 new players this season. This is an enormous number of new players and is the 
major reason the Reserves are second on the ladder with only one loss and a percentage of over 300, and the 
Club 18 is fielding far stronger sides than in past years and is much more competitive. Thanks must be 
extended to Peter Lemon for the massive task he has undertaken in registering all the new players. 
 
“New senior coach Michael Lockman is beginning to mould the team into a cohesive unit as he gets to 
know the players and the players get to know him. The results are starting to show on the scoreboard. Ben 
Dunn has thrown himself at the Reserves coaching job with enormous enthusiasm. He too has managed to 
mould his group of players into a very effective football team. This is his first year at any level of coaching 
so a seven to one win-loss record is a great start. Sean Wilson has taken on the Club 18 again for 2003. His 
commitment to the Clubbies is first class and he leaves no stone unturned in his endeavours to field the 
strongest team possible on the day. For the first time ever players have been left out of the Club 18 side if 
they have not trained during the week. 
 
“Russell Parkinson (Assistant Coach) provides a constant support to Michael and Ben both at training and 
on game days. At times the younger players at the Club get a little confused by his comments and speeches 
(something that we have all gone through in the past. I think by the end of the year they may have worked 
him out.) Thank you to all the coaching staff for their efforts so far. 
 
“A special mention also needs to be made of a number of people who have provided excellent support so far 
this year. (Dale, just because your name is first doesn’t mean you have made the biggest contribution.) 
Dale Fraser – Dale has been responsible for the game-day roster this year. So far he has filled every position 
on every game day, even if he has to take on two jobs himself. We still require more people to volunteer their 
services for game days. 
James Kilpatrick – Killer has been rock-solid as the Property Steward. He had big shoes to fill with the 
retirement of Sol Collins  and he has well and truly delivered. 
Hamish Browning – Hamish has taken on the role (with Tom De Steiger) as the Schools Liaison. He and 
Tom have committed themselves to attend one of the school APS games each week, whether that be College 
or Grammar. Hamish is also tag teaming with Tom as the Team Manager of the Firsts. 
Peter Lemon – I have already mentioned the registrations but he also does the boundary almost every week 
for the Reserves, produces the Web-notes that appear each week on www.oldgeelong.com.au and produces 
this newsletter. 
Michael Davis  – Michael has thrown himself at the responsibility of managing the bar and canteen.  So far 
he has attended every Thursday training session and home game to ensure the players and supporters are well 
fed and watered. 
LoAnne Trann – LoAnne has been providing Thursday night suppers for the players after training. The 
dishes range from beef stroganoff, to chicken curries and stir-fry. Great tucker for the boys before they hit 
the books to study hard after training. 
Tom Seymour, Richard Burns,  Sandy Hunter – Tom, Richard and Sandy have taken on the OGS Auction 
Night. Please contact them if you can attend or wish to make a donation. (Details follow later in this 
Newsletter.) 
Lachie Stevens, Johnny Malpas, Mark Avery – These boys have taken on the players’ social events and so 
far have produced two excellent functions at the Arcadia Hotel (an OGS sponsor). 
David Mims, Mike Gretton-Watson, Tom DeSteiger, Simon O’Brien – These four form the working 
Committee and often their great efforts behind the scenes go unnoticed. 
To all the above: Thanks for the help and support.” 
 
FROM SENIORS’ COACH, MICHAEL LOCKMAN (as at 27 May): 
“The season started well with a gutsy, come-from-behind victory against Old Carey. The following three 
weeks all resulted in losses. At some stage in all those games we held the lead, but could not sustain our 
efforts for a full four quarters. The most pleasing aspect of this period was the players’ willingness to stick 
together. Training attendances remained solid and it was during them that we undertook to do extra training 
– often in the form of voluntary Monday sessions – and to work harder at our game. There is no doubt that 
we have some ability and I think that all the players recognise this.  There have been many changes at the 
Club as far as playing and coaching personnel go, and it has taken a little time for everyone to adjust.  
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The last three weeks have seen us record wins and to really start playing together as a team. All the wins 
have been large and we have been starting to play four quarters of football: this should be a solid grounding 
for the weeks to come. However, the teams we have beaten sit on the bottom of the ladder and we must keep 
this in mind. Nevertheless, much confidence has been gained from our form. The challenge now is to start 
winning against the top sides. This will only be achieved with a continued and committed work ethic. 
Opportunity knocks – let’s answer the challenge.” 
 
AROUND THE CLUB 
Captains and others : We managed to put a Stop Press at the end of the April Printed Newsletter on the 
web, but not on the printed version that was posted out. For those who missed it, it read as follows: “Stop 
Press: at the stunningly well attended Jumper Presentation Night last Thursday, Chris Stinchcombe, back 
from a year overseas, was announced as Firsts’ Captain, Jono Malpas  and Matt Goldsworthy were 
announced as Vice Captains, and two of our great second year contributors, Hugh McCarthy and Charlie 
Fairbairn as Deputy Vice-Captains.” (Perhaps it’s more of a curse than anything, with Stinch (achilles), 
Goldy (hamstring) and Charlie Fairbairn (ankle) all out injured last Saturday - Ed). Our Reserves Captain is 
Simon O’Brien and the Club 18 Captain is Charlie Stevens .  
 
Looking to the Future: As mentioned by the President, we are endeavouring to have Club representatives 
at most of the APS matches played by Geelong College and Geelong Grammar, “the idea being that the OGS 
start showing a presence and start getting to know the players and the coaches, which would make it a hell of 
a lot easier for U19 recruiting next year.” In this respect Tom de Steiger and Hamish Browning are 
assisting us, and we also have the help of Graham Goldsworthy and Steve Hope-Johnstone  with the 
College matches. 
 
And Looking Mainly to the Past: 50 Years - 1954-2004. The Club played its first game in April, 
1954. There has already been some discussion as to the way this landmark should be recognized in 2004, but 
we should be really pleased to hear from Club members, and especially those who were involved with it in 
its early days, as to how they believe the event should be celebrated.  In this regard you are invited to contact 
John Manton at home on 9572 1782 or email him at manton@smart.net.au 
 
Representative Football: The VAFA is playing three games of representative football this year. At the 
time of writing Hugh McCarthy and Al Munro are in the C-to-D4 sections squad for the game against the 
Southern Football League on 6 June, and we have nominated Ed Bayles and Nick Betts  for the U19 squad 
for later in the season.  
 
Food: Quantum leap this year in the way of the standard of meals available in the rooms after training on 
Thursday evenings, with a mixture of Chinese, Vietnamese and Moroccan cooked in situ, with things being 
organized by past player Mike Davis .  His recent absence overseas for a fortnight has lead to a large but 
hopefully temporary fall in standards. 
 
Officials and Assistants: Superficially there has been a considerable increase in the amount of match-day 
assistance available to the Club, but one has to add that much of that has been as the result of Dale Fraser 
and Russell Parkinson having returned to the Club in a large manner. Whilst Russell has been mainly 
assisting the coaches (and introducing training drills that would quite likely be banned in some 
fundamentalist countries), Dale has finished up trying to do about six different jobs at the same time on a 
Saturday – the hardest of which undoubtedly being his day spent timekeeping over the Westgate early in the 
season.  It still continues to be a problem trying to obtain sufficient people to offer any help on match days; 
for one recent Saturday some 20 people were contacted during the week, with not one being prepared or able 
to assist.  However, whilst our past players might be showing less inclination, or have less capacity, to do 
anything much to help the Club, it is pleasant to note that a number our current players who have been with 
the Club for a few years are really starting to put their hand up and take some initiative and responsibility. 
 
Parents: Despite the fact that many of them live well away from Melbourne it’s been really great to see 
good support from quite a number of parents at matches so far this year. At the risk of leaving anyone out 
(and offending anyone) we note a list which includes names such as: Avery, Bayles, Betts, Cole, Fairbairn, 
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Fallaw, Fizclarence, Goldsworthy, Hope -Johnstone, Lansdell, Legoe, McCarthy, Munro, Paul, Salter, 
Stinchombe, and Teague. 
 
Employment: a request mainly to our past players, parents, and Pivot Members. From time to time we have 
current players, or potential recruits, looking for employment opportunities: full time, part time, casual (a 
number fit this category), Work Experience, "sandwich placement". If any of you have a potential job we do 
ask you to initially give it to the OGS, for the first opportunity to fill it with a suitable candidate. 
 
THE PIVOT CLUB 
The first Pivot lunch in April was a huge success, with former Carlton Footballer and former Carlton Board 
Member Ken Hunter as the guest speaker. About 80 attended and we almost got the real John Elliott story 
out of Ken - but the game started and the bar closed! 
 
A number of Pivot Club members are still to renew their membership and we do urge those of you who 
haven’t quite got round to it to do so as soon as possible. The Pivot membership fee is $110, and your cheque 
or credit card authority can be mailed to the Club at Post Office Box 144, Prahran, Vic 3181. Alternatively, 
why not come to a game and pay us there? Or if you want to be really difficult you can wait for John 
Manton to call you about it in the second half of the season. (Be warned, he will reverse the charges.) 
 
The next lunch is the Ladies Lunch on 14th June. The guest speaker is Lillian Frank, AM, MBE. Ladies, 
please call John Manton at home on 9572 1782 or email him at manton@smart.net.au to book a seat. 
There’s still time. Thank you to all those in advance that have organised tables. Following the game, in the 
evening is the famous “Miss OGS” pageant. 
 
The final lunch for the season is to be held at Como prior to the last home game on 16th August. The guest 
speaker is yet to be confirmed but we’re sure the high standard will be maintained. 
 
SOCIAL - from Lachie Stevens  
“The social aspect of the Old Geelong Football Club has nearly always been a widely known feature of this 
great club, this year is no exception: indeed the events held this year have seen a marked improvement in 
support over the previous couple of seasons.   In conjunction with our sponsors at the Arcadia Hotel and 
Tap Productions , we have carried out two social functions for players and guests and we intend to have two 
more throughout the year.  The first was the traditional “Oggery Season Launch” with about 100 Oggers 
(and a couple of Oggettes) attending the function at the Arcadia!  The second function of the year (with a 
much better balance!) was again held at the Arcadia on Saturday 10th May with an "Old School" theme. 
After two massive wins from the Seniors (146pts) and Reserves (212pts) it was a terrific night for the Club 
with around 150 people attending.  The room was filled with many great "Old School" outfits ranging from 
1920s to 1980s fashions along with a few of the old school uniforms.   
 
“Coming up on the social calendar we have the Ladies Lunch, and the “Miss OGS” pageant in the evening 
(a highlight of every year down at Como) on 14th June, and later on in August we have the OGFC Black Tie 
Ball, which is the first for a number of years. (This will be mainly directed at our younger, playing 
membership, whilst the Auction Night referred to below is aimed more at our past players, parents, sponsors 
and Pivot Club supporters.)   
 
“Thanks go out to all those who have attended our functions this year; to Gary Fawcett (Tap Productions) 
for arranging the printing; to Paul Broadbent and his team at The Arcadia; and to the OGFC Social 
Committee.  For further information on the OGS social events (including ticket information for the Ladies 
Lunch) and to view a selection of the photos from previous functions, please visit our website 
www.oldgeelong.com.au or contact Social Committee Head Honcho Lachie Stevens , on 0419 350 721. We 
look forward to seeing you at our future social functions this year.” 
 
OGS GRAND AUCTION NIGHT:  
Preparations for this major event continue to gather pace. We now have guest speaker in the form of famous 
former footballer, classic commentator, and current media star Sam Kekovitch. And we are delighted to 
advise that the auctioneering mantle will fall on the capable shoulders of our former coach and player Simon 
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Never-Lost-For-Words Bones, who is being specially imported from Port Fairy for the event, and on a 
representative from our major sponsors Bennison Mackinnon Real Estate. To follow is an important note, 
from Tommy Seymour: 
 
“Having spoken with a number of 
supporters recently regarding the 2003 
Grand Auction Dinner, many find it 
hard to believe it has been four years 
since the last famous fundraiser on the 
Glamorgan Tennis Court (but 
comfortably inside a Harry The Hirer 
marquee). A number of people have 
claimed it to be the best fundraising 
function they have been to, a truly 
great celebration of everything that is 
the Old Geelong Football Club. (And 
to one gentleman, a reminder to 
finally take his princess on that B&B 
weekend in Daylesford they 
purchased in 1999!) 
 
“A great deal has changed around the 
Club in those four years and we have 
seen many faces come and go. Many 
of these faces still open the Sunday 
sports pages to check the OGS’ 
scores, despite the search for ‘Old 
Geelong’ unfortunately taking a little 
longer to locate over the last few 
years. Similar faces I see every now 
again reflecting with mates on past 
glories shared at Como. The success 
of the 2003 Auction and ultimately the 
short-term future of the Club will rely 
on the attendance of these faces or 
those with an underlying passion for 
the OGS. It will be the roles of those 
with closer ties to Como that we will 
rely on to harness these faces and 
other passive supporters in getting 
them there on Friday 25th of July. 
 
“The 2003 Grand Auction Dinner is 
an opportunity for those who 
understandably don’t have the time or 
resources to get to as many games or 
functions as they would like to, to 
“clean the slate”. Football clubs and 
finances are like chalk and cheese: we 
commonly hear clubs appealing to the 
emotions of supporters “to put 
something back in to the club”. For a 
player in the VAFA, financial success 
of a club is basically intangible, as it is 
generally not going to affect the 18 
blokes with whom you run out onto 
the ground. To a player, financial 
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stability simply determines the colour, the shape and how clearly you can read the word Sherrin on the side 
of the training balls. 
 
“I personally would like to see a successful auction, if nothing more than to ease the burden on those few that 
make the Club tick week in, week out. These select few have simila r underlying passions to us all but 
volunteer their time, energy and resources every Saturday - and often the other six days of the week – rain, 
hail or shine. A successful auction would provide the OGS with the financial stability that will ease the 
burden on these few, making the magnitude of the tasks they undertake a little easier, a little more enjoyable 
and hopefully a great deal more rewarding.  This is a burden I believe we can all have share by purchasing a 
table, a ticket, or donating an item to the cause. 
 
“Regardless if you played one or one hundred games, grab your partner, organise the baby sitter and come 
and enjoy a fantastic night’s entertainment. People have been waiting four years for another auction, so we 
thought we had better make it a special one, starting with the move to the Palladium Room at Crown. (And 
the advantage of Crown  - definitely not available at Glamorgan - is that whatever you spend on the night can 
be quickly made up on the blackjack tables! 
 
“Some of the main auction items at the top end will include: 

• Weekend for six at Breathtaker Resort (Mt Buller)  
• 10% Share in a Lyndsay Park Stud Filly 
• Seven nights in a 5-star resort at Port Douglas including flights  
• AFL Grand Final Week Package 
• 2 First Class Emirates Flights to any European Destination 
• 5 nights for 4 people at Magnetic Island, including flights 
• Bottles of Grange Hermitage and many other fine wines 
• Weekend for ten at Pinnacle Valley Resort (Mansfield) 
• Weekends at numerous B&Bs around the state 
• Year’s lease on a Collins St Car Park 
• F1 Grand Prix Hospitality 
• Weekend at Compleat Angler Lodge in Tassie  
• Table of four at the Terrace Restaurant at Flemington 
• Heaps of priceless sporting memorabilia  
• Heaps of dining packages around Melbourne 

 
Donations of any size or value will be greatly appreciated. A Silent Auction of 60 items will also occur. 
 
We are seeking an attendance of 300 (the maximum the room will hold!), in the form of 30 tables of 10. We 
are now two thirds of the way in gaining our Table Captains, and those on board so far are:   

• Robert Seymour  • Dale Fraser  • Sandy Hunter • Michael Davis •  Lachie Stevens  • John Manton 
• Graeme Goldsworthy  • Ben Collins  • Sam Furphy  • James Neville -Smith  • Simon Bones 
• John McInness/Garth Manton   • Joc Langley (Bennison McKinnon)  • James Lee 
• Clive Landale/James Wilson  •  Michael Gretton-Watson  • Gary Fawcett  • Tom de Steiger 
• Mark Vickers-Willis 

 
But please, don’t wait for them to contact you; there’s room for more Table Captains and there’s more room 
for other guests to be there on the evening – you don’t have to know a Table captain to come along. 
 
To summarise on how to book a table or donate an item:  For those who are friends of the internet, the easiest 
way is to visit the OGS website www.oldgeelong.com.au. For those like Garth Manton who find the 
internet a Menace to Society  (and still prefer quill and ink), please contact Richard Burns  on 0419 358 596 
for bookings  (Garth, that is the number you use if you wish to use The Telephone, a handy new invention), 
Sandy Hunter on 0418 324 851 for item donations , and myself, Tom Seymour 03 9421 3000 for anything 
in between.” 
============================================================================= 

The primary sponsors of the Old Geelong Football Club are Bennison Mackinnon. For details of all our 
sponsors, please consult the Club’s website, WWW.OLDGEELONG.COM.AU 


